Validation was undertaken by using green microspheres (450/480 nm excitation wavelength). The liver, spleen, gut, and mesentery, along with both kidneys, were weighed and stored in saturated potassium hydroxide solution at 37C before measurement after 3 weeks. Samples were filtered, centrifuged, and washed successively. After the final washing step, 2-(2-ethoxyethoxy)ethyl acetate (Sigma-Aldrich, Dorset, United Kingdom) was added to release the fluorescent particles. The supernatant was then transferred the next day to a 96-well glass plate for spectrophotometric quantification (FLUOstar Omega; BMG Labtech, Ortenberg, Germany).
